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ISSUE N°9 - 14-15 JUNE 2021

NEWSLETTER

14 June 2021, 13.45 – 15.45

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points:

Languages available

FR DE IT EN EL ES PT CS HU PL RO.

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

Adoption of Coordinators’ recommendations

The summary of recommendations of the Coordinators' meeting of 26 May 2021 was circulated to the Members on
2 June 2021.

If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, these recommendations will be deemed approved.

COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY, 14 JUNE 2021

13.45 – 15.45 and 16.45 – 18.45
Room: József Antall 6Q2 and visioconference

TUESDAY, 15 JUNE 2021
9.00 - 12.00 and 13.45 – 15.45 and 16.45 – 18.45

Room: József Antall 6Q2 and visioconference
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3. OPENING OF THE REMOTE VOTING PROCEDURE: FIRST ROUND - AMENDMENTS

*** REMOTE VOTING TIME ***
Opening of the remote voting procedure: first voting session

The precise opening and closing times of the votes, provisionally set from 13:45 to 14:45, will be
announced by the Chair.

All Members taking part in the vote (present either in committee meeting room or via remote
participation) will vote via the application EP-Vote.

4. CONTROL OF THE FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK - ANNUAL REPORT

2019
CONT/9/04670- 2020/2245(INI)

Adoption of draft report

Rapporteur: Bas Eickhout (Verts/ALE)
Administrator: Diego Rasetti

Shadow Rapporteurs: Angelika Winzig (EPP), Corina Crețu (S&D), Alin Mituța (Renew),
Luke Flanagan (The Left)

Following the presentation of the draft report at the CONT Committee on 26
May 2021, 115 amendments were tabled.
The amendments concern a wide range of subjects tackled in the draft report,
and give particular attention to the role of the Bank within the European Green
Deal, its role in the Cohesion regions and outside the EU, in implementing the
Agenda for Sustainable Development as well as in the Just Transition
mechanism.
Furthermore, the amendments refer, among other things, to technological
transition and circular economy, and call for support to industry and SMEs and
to the agricultural sector and farmers. The improved coordination between EIB
Exclusion Policy and the Commission’s Early Detection and Exclusion System, as
well as a wider Whistleblower Policy, are also covered topics.
The number and the various content of the amendments confirm the importance and the strategic role of the Bank
on the one hand, and, on the other, show the consistency of the reiterated calls for enhanced transparency and
accountability, for better communication strategy, and for gender and geographical balance, in every EIB activity. A
call for a stronger external scrutiny of EIB by the ECA, via the revision of the current Tripartite Agreement between
Commission, the EIB and the ECA, echoes the EP positions spelled out at the 2019 Commission Discharge vote.
On the ground of the tabled amendments, 17 compromise AMs were drafted.

Event Body Date



3

Adoption of report Plenary July 2021

*** END OF REMOTE VOTING TIME***

5. PROTECTION OF THE EU’S FINANCIAL INTERESTS - COMBATTING FRAUD - ANNUAL REPORT 2019
CONT/9/04672 - 2020/2246 (INI)

Adoption of draft report

Rapporteur: Caterina Chinnici (S&D)
Administrator: Giulia Bastianello

Shadow Rapporteurs: Monika Hohlmeier (EPP), Katalin Cseh (Renew), Matteo Adinolfi
(ID), Mikulas Peksa (Verts/ALE), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), and Luke Flanagan (The Left)

The Rapporteur, Ms Caterina Chinnici,
presented her draft report to CONT Committee on 26 May 2021. 132
amendments were tabled to the draft report, and 17 Compromise
Amendments were drafted based on them. The amendments received
were, among other , on digitalisation as a means to protect the EU’s
financial interests, extension of the Early Detection and Exclusion
System (EDES), interoperability of reporting and monitoring systems
and exchange of information between Member States and
Commission, the EPPO, which launched its operations in June 2021, and the appointment of European and Delegated
prosecutors, the rule of law conditionality, misuse and misappropriations of funds, and information about beneficial
ownership.

Event Body Date
Adoption of report Plenary July 2021

14 June 2021, 14.00 – 15.00
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6. EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES – REPORT 2021
CONT/9/05513 - 2021/2025(INI)

Consideration of draft opinion

Rapporteur: Isabel García Muñoz (S&D)
Administrator: Benoit Lefort

Shadow Rapporteurs: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP), Mikulas Peksa (Verts/ALE)
and Younous Omarjee (The Left)

The CONT Committee will consider the draft opinion to AFCO on the 'European
political parties - Report 2021'. Pursuant to Article 38 of the Regulation 1141/2014 on
the statute and funding of European political parties and European political
foundations, Parliament has to adopt a report on the application of the Regulation by

the end of 2021 and every year thereafter. The AFCO Committee’s report may include suggestions for amendments
to Regulation 1141/2014, where appropriate. In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur, Ms García Muñoz, notably
highlights that the funding of EU political parties and foundations have to be transparent and to support exclusively
political activities in line with EU values. Moreover, Ms García Muñoz stresses that the co-funding level can be
challenging for EU political parties, calling for a reduction of the required own resources for parties to 5% of the
eligible expenditure.

Event Body Date
Deadline Amendments CONT 2 22 June 2021, 14.00
Adoption CONT 12-13 July 2021
Adoption in Plenary Plenary September 2021

14 June 2021, 15.00 – 15.45

7. COORDINATORS’ MEETING

Meeting held in camera with the remote participation tool Interactio

Coordinators present in Brussels can attend the meeting in room: ANTALL 6Q2.

The meeting will be suspended until 16:45
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14 June 2021, 16.45 – 18.45

8. OPENING OF THE REMOTE VOTING PROCEDURE: SECOND ROUND - FINAL VOTE

*** REMOTE VOTING TIME ***

Opening of the remote voting procedure: first voting session
The precise opening and closing times of the votes, provisionally set from 16:45 to 17:45, will be

announced by the Chair.

*** END OF REMOTE VOTING TIME***

9. WORKSHOP: THE EU'S CURRENT ROLE IN GRECO AND AMBITIONS FOR THE FUTURE: HOW TO

MOVE TOWARDS FULL MEMBERSHIP
CONT/9/06173

Presentation by Ms Ramona Strugariu (RENEW)*

Administrator: Vera Milicevic (Policy Department D)
See separate programme: here

The Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) is the Council of Europe’s anti-corruption
body. The Council of Europe (CoE) has been playing a crucial role in the promotion of
human rights, democracy and the rule of law for more than 70 years. GRECO is currently
composed of 50 member states and this number is constantly growing. Apart from all
European Union (EU) Member States, its members include countries such as Belarus,

Switzerland, the UK, the USA and, most recently, Kazakhstan, which joined in 2020. The EU supports the work of the
CoE by contributing to its budget to fund joint programmes and supporting cooperation in the legal field to foster
political dialogue. The EU became an observer to GRECO in 2019. The
objective of this workshop is to exchange views on the EU’s potential full
membership of GRECO in the future. In the context of the preparations for
the organisation of the workshop, the Chair of the Committee on Budgetary
Control has sought the opinion of Parliament’s Legal Service on the
possibility for the EU to become a full member of the CoE Agreement
establishing GRECO. At the workshop the GRECO's Executive Secretary and
the President will present the work of GRECO and the cooperation with the
EU. The Parliament's Legal Service will present the legal opinion, while the
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Commission and the Council will give their views regarding the future potential full membership of the European Union
with GRECO.

* in replacement of the rapporteur Daniel Freund (Verts/ALE)

15 June 2021, 9.00 – 10.00

10. THE OLAF ANNUAL REPORT 2020
CONT/9/06171

Exchange of views with OLAF Director-General, Ville Itälä

Administrator: Diego Rasetti

In a year dominated by the Covid19 emergency, OLAF has managed to pursue its mission
effectively, overcoming the operational limitations inevitably resulting by the precautionary
measures to counter the virus, and then targeting the new generation of misconducts inspired
by such an emergency situation.
OLAF Director-General will present the results achieved and the high performance level

maintained despite the global pandemic.

The circumstance of the presentation of the Annual Report will give to the Director-General the opportunity to
introduce a revision of the re-organisation of the Office that he had launched in June 2020, and that is now
amended.

This item does not foresee any Rapporteur. A briefing prepared by the Secretariat  will be circulated among CONT
Members on Monday 14 June.

15 June 2021, 10.00 – 11.00

11. THE OLAF SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2020
CONT/9/06172

Exchange of views with the Chairman of the Supervisory
Committee, Jan Mulder and Members of the Supervisory
Committee

Administrator: Diego Rasetti

The Supervisory Committee was established to reinforce and guarantee OLAF’s independence by regularly
monitoring the implementation of OLAF's investigative function. It has the prerogative to address its opinions to the
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OLAF Director-General, including -where appropriate- recommendations on the resources needed to carry out the
investigative function of the Office, on the investigative priorities of the Office and on the duration of investigations.
The Chair of the Supervisory Committee will present the activities carried out in 2020 and also the first two Supervisory
Committee’s Opinions of year 2021: they concern OLAF’s recommendations not followed by the relevant authorities
(having specific regard to the judicial recommendations) and the recently signed Working Arrangements between
OLAF and the European Public Prosecutor Office.
This item does not foresee any Rapporteur. A briefing prepared by the Secretariat  will be circulated among the
Members on Monday 14 June.

15 June 2021, 11.00 – 12.00

12.ALLEGED FRAUD CONCERNING EU FUNDS - THE “MAFIA TRIAL” : WHEN ORGANISED CRIME

ATTACKS THE EU FUNDS
CONT/9/06197

Exchange of views

Rapporteur: Sabrina Pignedoli (NI)
Administrator: Diego Rasetti

Following 94 arrests and the seizure of 151 farms, the on-going trial in Messina has
brought to the attention of the public the modi operandi of the so called Mafia dei
Nebrodi, a criminal organization dedicated to the exploitation of EU resources that co-
finance agricultural activities and rural areas in the Sicily region.
A representative of the investigative team will provide insights about the detected
criminal methodologies to attack EU funds.
A Prosecutor from the National Anti-Mafia Directorate, dealing primarily with the fight

against the organised crime, will explain the peculiarities of a mafia-type criminal organization and the synergies
that are being put in place with EPPO.
The EUROPOL European Economic and Financial Crime Centre will depict the European dimension of the problem
and the European Deputy Chief Prosecutor will analyse the adequacy of the tools available to tackle it, including
exchanges of information and cooperation agreements.
With the officials of the European Commission, the focus will shift to the timely communications needed to adopt
the measures to protect the financial resources at stake.

The overall exchange of views is aimed at offering to the Members an overview of the dynamics of the phenomenon
of organized crime targeting the EU funds, of its ability to adapt and overcome situations of financial crisis by
attacking any available resource and to expand in many European countries; the debate will assess the existing
strategies to counter its development, with a view to identify possible actions needed.

The meeting will be suspended until 13:45

15 June 2021, 13.45 – 15.45
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13. PUBLIC HEARING: WILL SIMPLIFICATIONS SUGGESTED FOR THE NEW PERIOD BRING THE

NECESSARY BALANCE BETWEEN MORE EFFICIENT, EFFECTIVE AND CORRECT SPENDING OF EU
FUNDS?
CONT/9/06175

Public hearing - see programme below

Rapporteur: Corina Crețu (S&D)
Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

Among the Commission’s aims for the MFF 2021-2027 are to simplify the structure of the
EU budget and to increase flexibility within programs. Simplification can reduce the risk
of errors, help avoid delays and lead to a higher absorption of funds. Previous
simplifications of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), of Horizon 2020 and of regional
development funding have led to significant improvements. However, complex rules

and eligibility criteria still, unfortunately, contribute to a higher rate of error on some funds.

The CONT Committee intends to examine the relationship between risk, errors, and simplification; and how best to
ensure that the essential checks and balances continue to take place. In particular, CONT will discuss progress made
with regard to simplification and look at how the levels of fraud and error have been impacted by simplification
efforts, while also analysing what simplification means for beneficiaries and absorption of funds and looking at how
performance could be measured effectively with less administrative burden, and lessons learned can be applied in
the future.

PROGRAMME

Public remote hearing on

Will simplifications suggested for the new period bring the necessary balance
between more efficient, effective and correct spending of EU funds?

15 June 2021 (13:45-15:45)

Brussels,

József Antall, room 6Q2, and remote participation

13:45-13:50 Opening remarks and introduction by the Chair, Ms Hohlmeier
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13:50-13:55 Opening remarks by the Rapporteur, Ms Corina Crețu

14:00-14:30

First half of the hearing

 Simplification increases flexibility but requires balance. Mr Tony
Murphy, Dean Chamber V, European Court of Auditors (ECA)

 Simplification; the 2018 Financial Regulation and the 2021-2027 MFF
package. Mr Olivier Waelbroeck, Director Central Financial Service,
Directorate General for the Budget, European Commission (DG BUDG).

 (Title TBC). Mr Matthias Will, Director Common Implementation Centre,
European Commission (DG RTD)

 (Title TBC). Ms Christina Borchmann, Director Assurance and Audit,
Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural Development, European
Commission (DG AGRI)

14:30-14:50 Questions, replies, debate

14:50-15:15

Second half of the hearing

 (Title TBC). Mr Normunds Popens, Deputy Director General for
Implementation, Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy,
European Commission (DG REGIO)

 (Title TBC). Mr Oldřich Vlasák, Member, COTER Commission,
Committee of the Regions (CoR)

 Experiences in simplification from the point of view of municipalities and
regions. Mr Frédéric Vallier, Secretary General, Council of European
Municipalities and Regions (CEMR)

15:15-15:40 Questions, replies, debate

15:40-15:45 Closing remarks by Ms Crețu and the Chair
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The meeting will be suspended until 16:45

15 June 2021, 16.45 – 17.45

JOINT MEETING WITH COMMITTEE ON BUDGETS (BUDG)

14. THE CREATION OF GUIDELINES FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE GENERAL REGIME OF

CONDITIONALITY FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE UNION BUDGET
CJ13/9/06125 - 2021/2071(INI)

Consideration of draft report

CONT/BUDG Rapporteurs: Petri Sarvamaa (EPP)/Eider Gardiazabal
Rubial (S&D)
CONT/BUDG Administrators: Benoit Lefort/Emiliano Imeroni

CONT Shadow Rapporteurs: Lara Wolters (S&D), Pierre Karleskind (Renew), Daniel
Freund (Verts/ALE), and Younous Omarjee (The Left)

The Committees on Budgets and on Budgetary Control will jointly consider the draft
own-initiative report on the creation of guidelines for the application of the Rule of

Law Conditionality Regulation 2020/2092. In their draft report, CONT and BUDG Rapporteurs highlight that
guidelines are not legally binding and note that the Commission is deviating from its usual practice of drafting
guidelines for the application of legal acts only in cases where the actual implementation of an act over a certain
period of time shows the need for guidance. They also recall that the Regulation entered into force on 1 January
2021, urging the Commission to avoid any further delay in its application. The Rapporteurs furthermore ask the
Commission to report to Parliament new and ongoing cases under investigation on a quarterly or semi-annual basis
and to start reporting the first cases as soon as possible.

Event Body Date
Deadline amendments CONT/BUDG 2 16 June 2021, 12.00
Adoption CONT/BUDG 1 July 2021
Adoption in Plenary Plenary July 2021
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15 June 2021, 17.45 – 18.45

15. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 06/2021: FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS IN COHESION POLICY AT CLOSURE OF

THE 2007–2013 PERIOD: VERIFICATION WORK YIELDED GOOD RESULTS OVERALL, BUT SOME

ERRORS REMAINED
CONT/9/06170 -

Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA
Member Ladislav Balko

Rapporteur: Isabel GARCIA MUNOZ (S&D)
Administrator: Diego Rasetti

ECA Special Report 6/2021 is focused on the Financial Instruments under
Shared Management (FISM) and on how the Member States and the Commission had taken the necessary steps to
properly verify and assess FISM expenditure at the closure of the 2007-2013 operational programmes. The audit
conclusions, however, are important not only for the Programming Period 2007-2013, but also for giving guidance
in 2014-2020 (where FISM have a greater role and increased reach in cohesion policy) and even later on, considering
that the overall importance of financial instruments will increase further in the Programming Period 2021-2027.

ECA concludes that in 2007-2013, in spite of the intensive guidance from the Commission and of the audit work by
the Member States, errors were still identified. Most of the shortcomings have been addressed for 2014-2020.
However, despite the improvement in the overall FISM guidance, ECA considers the Programming Period  2014-
2020 legislative provisions for closure as weaker than those for PP 2007-2013.

To correct these still existing weaknesses, the Commission is recommended to increase its guidance role (further
updating the financial instrument audit methodology and developing guidance on audit documentation practices,
in cooperation with the audit authorities).  All the relevant aspects should be clarified by an updated closure
guidance no later than December 2022, so that Member States can act in line with the Commission’s expectations
for the closure of the Programming Period 2014-2020.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA report proceeds as follows:
 Mr Ladislav BALKO, ECA reporting Member, will present the Report;
 The CONT Rapporteur, Mrs Isabel GARCIA MUNOZ, will make observations and raise questions to the ECA’s and

Commission’s representatives;
 Further questions will be presented by the Members registered in the speakers’ list;
 Mr Ladislav BALKO and Mr Nicola De MICHELIS (DG REGIO - Director "Smart and Sustainable Growth and

Programmes Implementation") will reply to the questions put;
 Catch-the-eye for follow-up questions also from other Members and replies from ECA and Commission;
 Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur;
 Concluding remarks by the Chair

The ECA report is available on all EU languages on the ECA website and also in the meeting documents.



13

16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

17. NEXT MEETINGS

 12-13 July, 2021

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME(INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Publications Catalogue 2019 - 2021

CONT
- Briefing Missing Trader Intra-Community Fraud
- Study “The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds”
Proceedings of the workshop “Use of big data and AI in fighting corruption and misuse of public funds - good practice,
ways forward and how to integrate new technology into contemporary control framework”
Study “MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in 2009”
Study “Special advisers to the Commission (2014 - 2019)”
Briefing “Gender and geographical balance in the governance structures of Horizon 2020”
Briefing “Horizon 2020: Geographical balance of beneficiaries”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (update)
Documentation workshop “Open spaces at EU institutions versus traditional work spaces: justification, evolution,
evaluation and results”
Briefing “Open Plan Offices - The new ways of working. The advantages and disadvantages of open office space”
Briefing “Gender equality in the college of the European Court of Auditors”

BUDG
In-depth Analysis “Implementation of the EU Trust Funds and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey” Update - March 2021
In-depth Analysis “Reform of the EU own resources”
Briefing “EU Gender budgeting: where do we stand?”
Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
Briefing “Next Generation EU - Where are assigned revenue? Which impact in 2021?”
Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union” (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL, RO)
Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and
comprehensive”
Briefing “Assigned revenue in the Recovery Plan - The frog that wishes to be as big as the ox?”
Study “A Just Transition Fund - How the EU budget can best assist in the necessary transition from fossil fuels to
sustainable energy" (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL)

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS
BUDG
- Study "New EU own resources: possibilities and limitations of steering effects and sectoral policy co-benefits"
- Study “Locations of the EU decentralised agencies”
- Study “The Management Boards of the Decentralised Agencies”
- Study “The “cost of non-EU – agencies”, focusing on the health and safety cluster of the EU decentralised agencies”

CONT
- Study "Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"
- Briefing “The Early-detection and exclusion system”

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
BUDG
- Workshop on Pilot projects and preparatory actions success examples

NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
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CONT
Workshop on The EU’s current role in GRECO and ambitions for the future: how to move towards full membership

CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
Policy Department Webpage

Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament
and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole
responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. This
document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Secretariat does not
necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.


